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The proliferation of K1735M2 mouse melanoma cells in-vitro was inhibited by bee venom in a
concentration- and time-dependent manner. The inhibition was indicated by the arrest of the cell cycle at the
Gl stage, as detected by flow cytometric measurements. The venom induced apoptosis-like cell death as
identified by histological observations and by DNA fragmentation. In in-vivo experiments, bee venom (1.0,
3.0, 9.0 mg/kg body weight, on days 1-12) was injected intraperitoneally into mice 24h after they had been
inoculated with B16 cells. Inhibition of the solid tumour was observed. The result indicates that bee venom
could be used as a chemotherapeutic agent against malignant tumours.



